Brussels, 13 May 2025 - The Association of European Rail Rolling
Stock Lessors (AERRL) is pleased to announce the conclusion of a
cooperation agreement with Infrabel, the Belgian infrastructure
manager. This strategic collaboration marks the launch of the
second phase of AERRL's study on achieving a net-zero rail fleet.

Last year, AERRL published a key report in partnership with Crédit
Agricole CIB, ING, KfW IPEX-Bank, and Société Générale, aimed at
supporting the decarbonisation of the rail transport sector.
Although rail accounts for just 04% of transport-related
greenhouse gas emissions, AERRL remains committed to
ensuring that the sector continues and strengthens its leading
role in sustainable mobility with such an important initiative.
The first phase of the study focused on identifying and evaluating
potential innovations to replace diesel traction and establish a
short- to medium-term decarbonisation roadmap for European
railways.

In this new phase, AERRL and Infrabel will explore the feasibility
of operating rolling stock using alternative traction systems to
diesel. These include biofuels (such as hydrotreated vegetable oil,
ammonia, and renewable natural gas), hybrid solutions
(pantograph/battery and pantograph/diesel), which will be
assessed and compared with diesel and fully electrified (catenary)
systems.
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AERRL, with the support of eolos will begin by documenting
three representative use cases:

e A long-distance, multi-voltage freight connection

e Shunting operations in port areas

e A short-distance national freight connection

Following this, Infrabel will lead a comprehensive cost-benefit
analysis from a social perspective, providing valuable insights to
guide future policy and investment decisions.

Fundamentally, our ultimate goal is to pave the way for a
European roadmap to achieve a net-zero rail fleet. The results of
these two preliminary steps are intended to initiate and actively
contribute to the creation of this roadmap. Building on this
momentum, we seek to take a leading role - working alongside
the rail sector and European institutions - to co-develop and
implement this shared vision.

Through collective action, we aim to ensure that rail plays a key
role in reducing transport emissions by 90% by 2050, in line with
the ambitions of the European Green Deal. We hope this initiative
will encourage broad engagement and commitment across the
sector to turn this ambition into reality.
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